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  OF	
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  ON	
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  REFERENDUM	
  

	
  
November	
  6,	
  2012	
  (Chicago)	
  –	
  Greg	
  Richmond,	
  president	
  and	
  CEO	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  
Association	
  of	
  Charter	
  School	
  Authorizers,	
  issued	
  the	
  following	
  statement	
  today	
  on	
  the	
  
passage	
  of	
  Georgia’s	
  charter	
  school	
  referendum:	
  
	
  
“By	
  amending	
  the	
  constitution,	
  voters	
  have	
  given	
  Georgia’s	
  students	
  the	
  chance	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  
better	
  education.	
  	
  Currently,	
  one-­‐third	
  of	
  Georgia	
  students	
  don’t	
  finish	
  high	
  school.	
  	
  Charter	
  
schools	
  will	
  help	
  more	
  students	
  graduate	
  from	
  high	
  school	
  better	
  prepared	
  for	
  college	
  and	
  
with	
  better	
  career	
  opportunities.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
“Charter	
  schools	
  are	
  a	
  powerful	
  choice	
  for	
  students	
  and	
  families	
  if	
  they	
  are	
  excellent	
  
schools.	
  With	
  a	
  statewide	
  authorizer,	
  Georgia	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  open	
  and	
  support	
  more	
  high-­‐
quality	
  charter	
  schools.	
  The	
  Commission	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  focus	
  its	
  time	
  and	
  resources	
  solely	
  
on	
  charter	
  authorizing,	
  building	
  expertise	
  devoted	
  to	
  making	
  sure	
  that	
  the	
  schools	
  it	
  
charters	
  meet	
  high	
  academic	
  and	
  financial	
  standards.	
  We	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  
Commission	
  and	
  Georgia’s	
  district	
  authorizers	
  to	
  support	
  their	
  work	
  in	
  developing	
  
innovative,	
  effective,	
  and	
  excellent	
  public	
  charter	
  schools.”	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  National	
  Association	
  of	
  Charter	
  School	
  Authorizers	
  (NACSA)	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  advancing	
  
excellence	
  and	
  accountability	
  in	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  sector	
  and	
  to	
  increasing	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  
high-­‐quality	
  charter	
  schools	
  across	
  the	
  nation.	
  To	
  accomplish	
  this	
  mission,	
  NACSA	
  works	
  to	
  
improve	
  the	
  policies	
  and	
  practices	
  of	
  authorizers—the	
  organizations	
  designated	
  to	
  approve,	
  
monitor,	
  renew,	
  and,	
  if	
  necessary,	
  close	
  charter	
  schools.	
  NACSA	
  provides	
  training,	
  consulting,	
  
and	
  policy	
  guidance	
  to	
  authorizers.	
  It	
  also	
  advocates	
  for	
  laws	
  and	
  policies	
  that	
  raise	
  the	
  bar	
  
for	
  excellence	
  among	
  authorizers	
  and	
  the	
  schools	
  they	
  charter.	
  Visit	
  www.qualitycharters.org	
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Contact:	
  
Lynne	
  Baker,	
  312.376.2321,	
  lynneb@qualitycharters.org	
  


