
STATE STATE LEGISLATIVE NOTES HBCUs
*Not recognized as HBCU by US 

Department of Education 

Arizona
Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• A university under the jurisdiction of the Arizona board of regents.
• A community college district or a group of community college districts.

Florida
Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• State universities (for lab schools only) 
• Community college district boards of trustees (for charter technical career centers only)
• State universities and Florida College System institutions to serve as authorizers

• Bethune Cookman University- Daytona 
Beach

• Edward Waters University- Jacksonville
• Florida A&M University- Tallahassee
• Florida Memorial University- Miami 

Gardens

Hawaii
Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• Governing boards of accredited public and private postsecondary institutions, including 

community colleges, technical colleges, and four-year universities may apply to the HI 
Board of Education for statewide, regional, or local chartering authority

Idaho
Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• An Idaho public college, university or community college
• A private, nonprofit, Idaho-based nonsectarian college or university that is accredited by 

the same organization that accredits Idaho public colleges and universities.

Indiana

Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• A state educational institution that offers a four year baccalaureate degree. 
• A nonprofit college or university that provides a four (4) year educational program for 

which it awards a baccalaureate or more advanced degree, including the following:
• Anderson University, Bethel College, Butler University, Calumet College of St. Joseph, 

DePauw University, Earlham College, Franklin College, Goshen College, Grace College, 
Hanover College, Holy Cross College, Huntington University, Indiana Tech, Indiana 
Wesleyan University, Manchester College, Marian University, Martin University, Oakland 
City University, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Saint Joseph’s College, Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College, Saint Mary’s College, Taylor University, Trine University, 
University of Evansville, University of Indianapolis, University of Notre Dame, University 
of Saint Francis, Valparaiso University, and Wabash College

Michigan
Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• The board of a community college (but with many exceptions)
• The governing board of a state public university

Minnesota

Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• A Minnesota private college that grants two- or four-year degrees and is registered with the 

Minnesota Office of Higher Education
• A state college or university governed by the Board of Trustees of the Minnesota State 

Colleges and Universities
• The University of Minnesota

Missouri

Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• A public four-year college or university with an approved teacher education program that 

meets regional or national standards of accreditation
• A community college, the service area of which encompasses some portion of the district
• Any private four-year college or university with an enrollment of at least one thousand 

students, with its primary campus in Missouri, and with an approved teacher preparation 
program

• Harris-Stowe State University- St. Louis
• Lincoln University- Jefferson City
• Any two-year private vocational or technical school designated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization, with its primary campus in Missouri

• Harris-Stowe State University- St. Louis
• Lincoln University- Jefferson City

Nevada
Universities/colleges that can authorize
• A college or university within the Nevada System of Higher Education that has been 

approved by the Department of Education

New York
Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• the state university of New York

Ohio
Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• a state university board of trustees

• Central State University- Wilberforce
• Payne Theological Seminary*- Wilberforce
• Wilberforce University- Wilberforce

Oklahoma

Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• By an accredited comprehensive or regional institution that is a member of The Oklahoma 

State System of Higher Education or a community college
• if the charter school is located in a school district in which all or part of the school 

district is located in a county having more than five hundred thousand (500,000) 
population; or

• if the charter school is located in a school district that has a school site that has 
been identified as in need of improvement by the State Board of Education and 
the institution shall has a teacher education program accredited by the Oklahoma 
Commission for Teacher Preparation and have a branch campus or constituent agency 
physically located within the school district in which the charter school is located

• Langston University- Langston

South 
Carolina

Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• a public institution of higher learning or an independent institution of higher learning that 

has registered with the South Carolina Department of Education

• Allen University- Columbia
• Benedict College- Columbia
• Claflin University- Orangeburg
• Clinton College- Rock Hill
• Denmark Technical College- Denmark
• Morris College- Sumter
• South Carolina State University- 

Orangeburg
• Voorhees University- Denmark

Utah
Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• board of trustees of a higher education institution

Wisconsin

Universities/colleges that can authorize:
• The chancellor of the University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee.
• The chancellor of the University of Wisconsin- Parkside.
• The Milwaukee area technical college district board.
• Each technical college district board other than the Milwaukee area technical college 

district board.
• The chancellor of any institution in the University of Wisconsin System other than the 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the University of Wisconsin-Parkside.
• The college of Menominee Nation.
• The Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa community college.
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STATE HBCUs
*Not recognized as HBCU by US Department of Education 

Alabama

• Alabama A&M University- Huntsville
• Alabama State University- Montgomery
• Concordia University-Alabama- Selma (closed 2018)
• Gadsden State College- Gadsden
• J.F. Drake State Technical College- Huntsville
• Lawson State Community College- Birmingham
• Miles College- Fairfield
• Miles School of Law- Fairfield *
• Oakwood University- Huntsville
• Selma University- Selma
• Shelton State Community College- Tuscaloosa
• Stillman College- Tuscaloosa
• Talladega College- Talladega
• Tuskegee University- Tuskegee
• H. Councill Trenholm State Community College- Montgomery

Arkansas
• University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff- Pine Bluff
• Arkansas Baptist College- Little Rock
• Philander Smith College- Little Rock
• Shorter College- North Little Rock

Delaware • Delaware State University- Dover

District of 
Columbia

• University of the District of Columbia
• Howard University

Georgia

• Albany State University- Albany
• Carver College*- Atlanta
• Clark Atlanta University- Atlanta
• Fort Valley State University- Fort Valley
• Interdenominational Theological Center- Atlanta
• Johnson C Smith Theological Seminary*- Atlanta
• Morehouse College- Atlanta
• Morehouse School of Medicine- Atlanta
• Morris Brown College- Atlanta
• Paine College- Augusta
• Savannah State University- Savannah
• Spelman College- Atlanta

Kentucky • Kentucky State University- Frankfort
• Simmons College of Kentucky- Louisville

Louisiana

• Dillard University-New Orleans
• Grambling State University- Grambling
• Southern University and A&M College- Baton Rouge
• Southern University New Orleans- New Orleans
• Southern University-Shreveport- Shreveport
• Xavier University- New Orleans

Maryland
• Bowie State University- Bowie
• Coppin State University- Baltimore
• University of Maryland- Eastern Shore- Princess Anne
• Morgan State University- Baltimore

Mississippi

• Alcorn State University- Lorman
• Coahoma Community College- Clarksdale
• Hinds County Community College- Utica
• Jackson State University- Jackson
• Mississippi Valley State University- Itta Bena
• Rust College- Holly Springs
• Tougaloo College- Tougaloo

North Carolina

• Barber-Scotia College**- Concord
• Bennett College- Greensboro
• Elizabeth City State University- Elizabeth City
• Fayetteville State University- Fayetteville
• Hood Theological Seminary*- Salisbury
• Johnson C. Smith University- Charlotte
• Livingstone College- Salisbury
• North Carolina Central University- Durham
• North Carolina A&T State University- Greensboro
• Shaw University- Raleigh
• St. Augustine’s University- Raleigh
• Winston-Salem State University- Winston Salem

Pennsylvania • Cheyney University- Cheyney
• The Lincoln University- Lincoln University

Tennessee

•  American Baptist University- Nashville
• Fisk University- Nashville
• Knoxville College**- Knoxville
• Lane College- Jackson
• LeMoyne Owen College- Memphis
• Meharry Medical College
• Tennessee State University- Nashville

Texas

• Huston-Tillotson University- Austin
• Jarvis Christian College- Hawkins
• Paul Quinn College- Dallas
• Prairie View A&M University- Prairie View
• Southwestern Christian College- Terrell
• St. Philip’s College- San Antonio
• Texas College- Tyler
• Texas Southern University- Houston
• Wiley College- Marshall

Virginia

• Hampton University- Hampton
• Norfolk State University- Norfolk
• Saint Paul’s College- Lawrenceville (closed 2013)
• Virginia State University- Petersburg
• Virginia Union University- Richmond
• Virginia University of Lynchburg- Lynchburg

West Virginia • Bluefield State College- Bluefield
• West Virginia State University- Institute
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